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Dancing for Tomorrow’s 
Stars Raises $240,000

 Assistance of League of Newport-Mesa sponsored the second annual, 
Dancing for Tomorrow’s Stars, fundraiser which was an evening filled with 
celebrities and philanthropists dancing for a good cause. Sandy Segerstrom 
Daniels, Kristina Dodge, Mindy Stearns, Alexandros Bletsos, Tim Kashani, and 
Ralph and Sherry Opacic competed for both paid votes and points awarded 
by three judges based on their dancing performances. Each community 
dancer was paired with a professional dancer and performed two separate 
dance selections. Ralph and Sherry Opacic decided to brave the competi-
tion together. Prior to each couple’s first dance, a video was shown of their 
practice sessions with clips provided by KABC from the real Dancing for the 
Stars participants offering tips and encouraging messages. The judges for the 
competition were the beautiful and talented Julia Argyros and her handsome 
male cohorts Steve Myers and Dean Robert Bassett. KABC’s Entertain-
ment Reporter George Pennacchio announced the dancing competition and 
KOCE’s Ed Arnold was the emcee. Traditional Jewelers owner Lula Halfacre 
was the honorary chair. The event was held at the Irvine Hyatt Regency Ho-
tel and drew 500 supporters to raise $240,000 to support programs serving 
children and families in the Newport-Mesa communities.

The guests watched the dance competition while enjoying a gourmet din-
ner consisting of a delicious endive salad, a tender chateaubriand filet with 
béarnaise sauce, followed by a vanilla crème brulee cheesecake. When the 
dinner and competition were concluded, the points were tallied.  Kristina 
Dodge received the best female dancer award and Tim Kashani was named 
best male dancer. Mindy Stearns was awarded “favorite dancer” by receiving 
the most votes which were cast online prior to the event as well as during the 
event.  Event chair Johanna Roe was pleased with the overall results and very 
thankful for the devotion of the dancers, “The entire evening was amazing 
and I’m extremely grateful to all of our supporters and especially our dancing 
participants whose performances were absolutely incredible.”

Ann Rogers, President of the Assistance League of Newport-Mesa, had 
compliments for everyone at the event, “Our event chairman, Johanna Roe, 
and her committee have taken great care to plan this wonderful evening for 
all of us to enjoy. Our sincere gratitude and admiration go to Johanna, each of 
our special event committee members and to the exceptional dancers whose 
time and commitment have made this evening such a success.” Committee 
members were: Ann Marie Alford, Elaine Basmajian, Lynne Beaumont, Mary 
Lynn Bergman-Rallis, Carol Boice, Rae Bolton, Anita Boyd, Charyl But-
terworth, Jo Corbett, Martha Crowner, Jocelyn Gilbert, Doris Hope, Sylvia 
Humbert, Joanne Johnston, Cathy Kinney, Barbara Maberry, Barbara Melum, 
Earlene Mollner, Jan Murar, Mary Ree, Ann Rogers, Catherine Sloan, Christy 
Shepherd, Eileen Shitanishi, Donna Shockley, Muff Tennyson, Donna Wal-
burg, Judy Weightman, Penny Weise, Michelle Wess, Lulu Wilson and Anne 
Wong. Students from the Orange County High School of the Arts also helped 
by providing wonderful musical entertainment throughout the evening.

Assistance League of Newport-Mesa, a chapter of National Assistance 
League, is a nonprofit, self-funded volunteer organization that benefits chil-
dren and families through a variety of philanthropic programs including the 
Cheri Harris Children’s Dental Health Center, Operation School Bell®, Kids 
on the Block® and their Community Outreach Program.  Founded in 1940, 
the organization supports their programs through proceeds from a year-round 
Thrift Shop and Treasures on Consignment Store, fundraising events and 
grants. Through the active interest and financial support of the community, 
Assistance League of Newport-Mesa will continue its commitment to provide 
“a better tomorrow for today’s child.” For more information call 949.645.6929 
or visit www.alnm.org.                                Photography by Ann Chatillon
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